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AUSTRALIA. 

Examination of rodents for plague infection at Brisbane. 

The following information is taken from plague bulletins received 
from the Department of Public Health of Queensland: 

Date of finding of last plague-infected rat, September 15, 1908. 

Week ended January 9. Rodents destroyed, 689; examined, 512; 
plague rodents, 0. Week ended January 16. Rodents destroyed, 604; 
examined, 541; plague rodents, 0. 

BARBADOS. 

Report from Bridgetown — Status of yellow fever in the Island. 

Consul Martin reports, February 11 : 

Since February 3 there have been 6 cases of yellow fever reported, 
1 case in Bridgetown and the other cases in the outlying parishes of 
St. Joseph and St. Lucy. The case in Bridgetown was that of the 
senior resident surgeon at the Barbados general hospital. The dis- 
ease seems now to be abating, and the general board of health is taking 
measures for better sanitation, care of patients, and destruction of 
mosquitoes. No Europeans or transient visitors have been attacked. 

BRITISH GUIANA. 

Report from Georgetown — Status of yellow fever at Paramaribo, 

Dutch Guiana. 

Consul Clare reports, January 30: 

The consular agent at Paramaribo, in a letter dated January 27, 
states that since the outbreak of yellow fever, December 18, there 
have been 32 cases, of which 8 terminated fatally and 24 recovered. 
No new cases have occurred since January 18. 

CHINA. 

Report from Canton — Sanitary conditions. 

The following report, forwarded by Vice Consul-General Hull, 
under date of January 4, was received from the Department of State 
February 24: 

Sanitary conditions of Canton, China. 

There are no official statistics or records of facts relating to the 
sanitary conditions and mortality rate of Canton. The following 
statement, based on personal observation, incl udes the entire city proper, 
within and without the walls, Honam (south of the river), Fati, Fong 
Tsun, and the boat population. 

With the exception of the diseases enumerated in the following table, 
the mortality due to ordinary causes is probably nearly double that of 
the large cities of Europe or America. It certainly is not as high as 
has often been estimated. 
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Epidemic diseases. 

\ Bubonic plague. Cholera. Beriberi. 
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Bubonic plague was unknown in modern times in Canton previous 
to 1894. 

Most of the buildings in Canton are low, being only one story, or a 
story and a half high, with large openings from the top to the ground 
floor. Light and ventilation are provided for by ventilators or sky- 
lights in the roof. During the hot season (April to October, inclusive) 
from 60 to 70 per cent of these buildings have a bamboo or mat wind 
shoot or funnel which distinctly reduces the temperature within the 
buildings. The city streets are largely paved with Hongkong granite 
stone. In the center of most of the streets is a surface sewer about 2 
feet wide and 3 feet deep, just beneath the stone pavement, built of 
sandstone, brick, or tile. While these sewers are often clogged, they 
are also frequently cleared out. About one-half of these sewers, more 
particularly those outside the walls, are reached by tide water each 
day, which helps to clear these drains. The difference between high 
and low tide is about 6 feet. For centuries past the cit}' water supply 
has been from surface wells and the river. This is now largely modi- 
fied by the recent introduction of a modern system of waterworks, 
pressure being secured by well-constructed standpipes. The source 
of supply is from the river several miles northwest of the city. 
Modern machinery, filter beds, and pipes are used and an analysis of 
the water shows it to be of good quality. 

The diseases of Canton. — These are such as are usually found in a 
semitropical climate. Malaria, dysentery, and enteric fever are com- 
mon, though the latter has prevailed only during recent years. Tuber- 
culosis is rife. Beriberi and bubonic plague are restricted largely to 
the summer months. True Asiatic cholera has been present twice 
during the past twenty years in epidemic form. At other times only 
occasional cases are seen. Smallpox is common in a mild form among 
the Chinese during the winter months (December to February). Lep- 
rosy in its various forms is frequently met with among the poorer classes 
of Chinese. 

The population of Canton is generally overestimated. No census 
has been taken, but a fair estimate of the population of Canton and its 
immediate suburbs, including the boat population, would certainly be 
somewhat less than 2,000,000. Canton city itself, exclusive of the 
boat population, which may be. estimated at 200,000, would hardly 
reach 1,000,000. 

There are almost no native hospitals in Canton, civil or military, 
worthy of the name. There are many public dispensaries connected 
with the Shin Tongs, or halls of good works, scattered about the city, 
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but their use is largly restricted to the dispensing of Chinese drugs to 
outpatients. There is a military hospital in a temporary building or 
shed, connected with the large camp just outside the northeast corner 
of the city, near the imperial mint. There is also a Fong Pin hospital 
just off the northwest corner of the city wall where patients are 
received as inpatients. 

The principal hospital and the oldest in the city is the Medical Mis- 
sionary Society's hospital, commonly called the Canton Hospital. For 
fifty years the hospital has carried on a large work, introducing the first 
modern surgery into China. The hospital has 300 beds, and in emer- 
gency this number could be largely increased. Its location is on the 
river front, less than one-fourth mile east of the custom-house and 
foreign settlement. Over 2,000 inpatients and 25,000 outpatients are 
treated annually, while about 2,000 surgical operations are performed 
each year. There are 10 main buildings, including the medical college 
building, connected with the hospital. The institution is supported 
entirely by the local Chinese and foreign communities. 

There is also the Paul Domour French hospital, located near the 
electric light works, on the river front. It is a neat little hospital of 
about 80 to 100 beds, managed on modern lines, and efficient work is 
done. 

CUBA. 

Report from Cienfuegos — Inspection of vessels. 
Acting Assistant Surgeon Suarez reports, February 22: 

Week ended February 20. 

Vessels inspected 3 

Bills of health issued 3 

Members of crews inspected 69 

No quarantinable diseases were reported. 

Report from, Habana — Inspection of vessels-^- Sanitary conditions. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Amesse reports, February 22: 

Week ended February 20. 

Vessels inspected 22 

Bills of health issued 27 

Members of crews of outgoing vessels inspected 1,209 

Passengers of outgoing vessels inspected 1, 468 

Local and provincial sanitary officers report satisfactory health con- 
ditions at all points in the Republic. 

Report from Matanzas — Inspection, of vessels. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Nunez reports, February 22: 
Week ended February 20. Bills of health granted to 6 vessels 
leaving for United States ports. 
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